COLLEGE FOOTBALL OFFICIATING, LLC
2012: RULES CHANGES—PLAY SITUATIONS
KICK-CATCH INTERFERENCE
1. Punt receiver B44 is at the B-30 in position to catch a punt. He does not signal for a
fair catch. Downfield to cover the kick, A88 times his approach so that he and the ball
arrive at approximately the same time. Before B44 touches the kick, A88 is directly in
front and within one yard of B44. A88 (a) makes contact; (b) does not make contact
with B44. RULING: (a) and (b) Foul for interference with B44’s opportunity to catch the
kick. A88 has violated the new rule that prohibits him from being within one yard
directly in front of B44 before B44 touches the ball. 15 yards from the spot of the foul,
first and 10 for Team B at the B-45.
2. Punt receiver B44 is at the B-30 in position to catch a punt. He does not signal for a
fair catch. Downfield to cover the kick, A88 passes close to the side of B44 so that he is
within one yard and even with but not directly in front of B44 before he touches the
ball. B44 does not have to adjust his position and catches the ball. RULING: No foul.
A88 does not get in front of B44 and thus is not inside the defined one-yard area before
B44 touches the ball. The ball remains alive until B44 is tackled or the ball otherwise
becomes dead.
3. Punt receiver B44 is at the B-30 in position to catch a punt. He does not signal for a
fair catch. Downfield to cover the kick, A88 passes close to the side of B44 so that he is
within one yard and even with but not directly in front of B44 before he touches the
ball. B44 must move to one side to get to the ball which he catches or muffs. RULING:
Foul for kick-catch interference. A88 has not violated the new rule; but because his
presence near B44 causes B44 to adjust his position, A88 has interfered with the
opportunity under the rule that has been in place for many years. 15 yards from the
spot of the foul, first and 10 for Team B at the B-45.

4. Punt receiver B44 is at the B-30 in position to catch a punt. He does not signal for a
fair catch. Downfield to cover the kick, A88 is standing behind and within one yard of
B44 before B44 touches the ball. RULING: No foul. A88 does not get in front of B44
and thus is not inside the defined one-yard area before B44 touches the ball. The ball
remains alive until B44 is tackled or the ball otherwise becomes dead.
5. Punt receiver B44 is at the B-30 in position to catch a punt. He does not signal for a
fair catch. Downfield to cover the kick, A88 is within one yard and directly in front of
B44 before the ball arrives, but A88 does not make contact. B44 muffs the kick and A22
recovers at the B-25. RULING: Foul for interference with B44’s opportunity to catch
the kick. A88 has violated the new rule that prohibits him from being within one yard
directly in front of B44 before B44 touches the ball. 15 yards from the spot of the foul,
first and 10 for Team B at the B-45.
6. Punt receiver B44 is at the B-30 in position to catch a punt. He does not signal for a
fair catch. Downfield to cover the kick, A88 launches and targets B44 at the neck with
his forearm just slightly before B44 touches the kick. Receiving team player B33
recovers the ball and returns it to the 50-yard line. RULING: Foul by A88 for
interference with the opportunity to catch the kick. In addition, because of the nature
of the contact A88 has committed a foul for targeting a defenseless player under Rule 91-4. The 15-yard targeting penalty is enforced at the succeeding spot. First and 10 for
Team B at the A-35. If the officials deem that A88’s foul is flagrant he shall be
disqualified.

LEAPING OVER THE SHIELD ON PUNTS
7. Team A is in punt formation at the A-25. Kicking team players A34, A45, and A15
form a shield a few yards in front of the punter. Defensive tackle B77 rushes forward,
and in an attempt to block the kick he leaves his feet to try and jump directly over A15.
RULING: Personal foul for attempting to leap over the shield. 15-yard penalty, previous
spot, plus an automatic first down for Team A.
8. Team A is in punt formation at the A-25. Kicking team players A34, A45, and A15
form a shield a few yards in front of the punter. Defensive tackle B77 rushes forward,
and in an attempt to block the kick he leaves his feet. His leap takes him between A15
and A45. RULING: No foul. The action by B77 does not take him directly over any of
the shield players and thus it is legal.
9. Team A is in punt formation at the A-25. Kicking team players A34, A45, and A15
form a shield a few yards in front of the punter. Defensive tackle B77 rushes forward
and in an attempt to block the kick he leaves his feet. His action takes him straight into
the air but he does not attempt to leap over any member of the shield. RULING: No

foul. The action by B77 does not take him directly over any of the shield players and
thus it is legal.
10. Team A is in punt formation at the A-25. Kicking team players A34, A45, and A15
form a shield a few yards in front of the punter. Defensive end B89 circles wide, and
A15 moves out to keep himself between B89 and the punter. B89 is outside the tackle
box when he leaves his feet to try to block the punt by leaping over A15. RULING: Legal
play, since B89 is outside the tackle box.
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